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Report Summary

Publication: 27 Edition: 13 Sentiment: POSITIVE (100%)

Languages: Telugu, Marathi, Tamil, Hindi, Malayalam, English

Title: Government Regulatory Actions to Enhance Pharmaceutical Affordability and Ethical
Standards

Summary: The Indian government has initiated a significant policy shift to improve the affordability
of life-saving cancer treatments by imposing a 30 percent cap on trade margins for non-scheduled
anti-cancer drugs. This regulatory measure, managed by the Department of Pharmaceuticals, the
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority, and the Directorate General of Health Services, is set to
impact approximately 110 drugs, potentially lowering retail prices by as much as 70 percent. The
initiative is expected to generate annual savings of up to 2,500 crore rupees for patients nationwide.
This intervention follows strong criticism from the Supreme Court, which characterized current
pharmaceutical pricing practices as excessive profiteering. Beyond price controls, the Supreme
Court has mandated the formation of a government committee to address unethical marketing
practices, specifically targeting the influence of pharmaceutical companies on healthcare
professionals through gifts and other inducements. As the government finalizes the list of affected
domestic and imported medications, these measures represent a comprehensive effort to balance
market accountability with the essential need for accessible healthcare.
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Headline

Shooter Parminder Kaka arrested in '‘Mad
Sandhu' murder case; Sellers will not be
able to charge more than 30% profit on
cancer drugs!

Impact of Supreme Court's remark: MRP
could be reduced by up to 70 percent.
'Robbery’ of profits in cancer drugs will
stop, margin will be capped at 30 percent.

Scissors on Cancer Drug Prices! 30
Percent Limit on Trade Margin: Centre..
Implementation from the end of this month

Cancer drug prices reduced; 30 percent
cap set for retail sale; Central Government
action

Govt caps trade margins on anti-cancer
drugs at 30%; SC calls for committee on
unethical pharma practices

SC asks panel to check pharma advt
violations; PERMANENT LIFELINE FOR
SMA CARE; CANCER DRUG PRICES
LIKELY TO FALL 70%

CANCER DRUG PRICES CAPPED:
GOVT SETS 30% TRADE MARGIN

Cancer medicines to become up to 70%
cheaper

Trade margin of cancer drugs reduced
Prices of 225 cancer drugs will decrease

Expensive cancer drugs could become up
to 70 percent cheaper

GOVT CAPS TRADE MARGINS AT 30%
CANCER DRUGS PRICES LIKELY TO
FALL BY 70%
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I n a move that could reduce
patient bills, govt has deci-
ded to cap trade margins for
all cancer drugs at 30% of
MREE The move could slash
MRPs of the drugs by 20-
70% , officials told TOL. P6
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Cancer drug prices
may fall as govt plans
30% trade margin cap

Rupali.Mukherjee
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In a move that
could substantially reduce
patientbills, govthas decided
to cap trade margins at 30%
of MRP for all cancer drugs,
covering essential, non-
scheduled, branded and ge-
neric medicines, as well as
domesticand patented drugs.

This could slash MRPs of
life-saving cancer drugs by 20-
70%,and result in annual sav-
ings of Rs 2,500 crore, while
improving affordability and
ensuring their continued
availability, officials told TOI.

Themoveseekstoaddress
“excessive trade mark-ups”
in the anti-cancer medicines
market that is valued around
Rs 12,500 crore, and covering
approximately 225 drugs and
500 formulations. Of this,
scheduled cancer drugs ac-
count for approximately Rs
2,250 crore, with the rest com-
prising non-scheduled drugs.

The trade margin ratio-
nalisation is being done
through para 19 of the Drugs

‘Broad daylight dacoity”
I_)ru rices in six questions

Prices Control Order, (DPCO)
2013 that allows govtto fix ceil-
ingorretail priceof anydrug,
or cap trade margins in ex-
traordinary circumstances,
and under public interest.

MRP of certain life-sav-
ing cancer medicines can
run into several lakhs for a
single dose, adding signifi-
cantly to patients’ financial
burden. An analysis by
NPPA indicates that non-
scheduled anti-cancer drugs
carry an average trade
mark-up of approx 170%,
with mark-ups of upto 700%
incertain cases.

\.
4
\.
e Summary:

The Indian government, through the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), has decided to cap trade
margins for all cancer drugs at 30% of the Maximum Retail Price (MRP). This initiative aims to address excessive mark-
ups in the Rs 12,500 crore anti-cancer medicine market, providing significant financial relief to patients nationwide by
reducing drug prices by 20-70%.
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GOVT DECIDES TO
CAP MARGINS ON
CANCER DRUGS
AT 30% OF MRP

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre has
decided to cap trade margins at
30% of the MRP for all non-
scheduled anti-cancer drugs, a
move which is expected to
reduce their maximum retail
price by up to 70%, an official
statement said on Thursday.

The move will lead to an esti-
mated annual savings of 2 2,500
crore for cancer patients, it said.

The non-scheduled anti-can-
cer drugs will cover branded and
generic, domestic and imported,
patented and non-patented med-
icines, according to insiders.

Inanotification, the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Author-
ity (NPPA), the regulatory body
that controls prices of pharma-
ceutical drugs, noted that the
intervention may reduce MRP
broadly in the range of 20-70%,
depending upon the existing
trade structure and mark-up of
individual medicines.

Cancer incidence is rising in
India, with approximately 60
people per 100,000 population
affected by cancer, the statement
said, adding that the treatment
places a heavy financial burden
on patients and their families,
who often have to pay substan-
tial amounts from their own
pockets. “NPPA’s analysis of
market data found that non-
scheduled anti-cancer medicines
carry an average price mark-up
of approximately 170 per cent,
reaching 700 per cent or more in
some cases. In simple terms,” the
official statement said.

The decision, expected to be
implemented later this month,
will bring down prices of 110
anti-cancer drugs, including 35
patented medicines.

“The primary aim of the trade
margin rationalisation (TMR) is
to prevent mis-selling malpracti-
ces. There is a tendency to sell
drugs having a bigger margin,
and since anti-cancer drugs are
more expensive than the rest, we
wanted to cap the trade margins
on them,” the insiders said.

The NPPA said in a meeting
held on Thursday, it approved, in
principle, the proposal for trade
margin rationalisation of identi-
fied non-scheduled anti-cancer
drugs. The Supreme Court, on
September 29, voiced its concern
on the issue of highly inflated
prices of anti-cancer drugs.




- Summary:

» The Indian government, through the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), has capped trade margins on
non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs at 30% of MRP.

* This initiative aims to reduce drug prices by up to 70%, saving patients 12,500 crore annually.

 The decision follows Supreme Court concerns regarding the high cost of cancer treatment in India.
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Govttoput 30%
capontrade
margin of110
non-scheduled
cancerdrugs

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, October 8

IN Amovetoaddress excessive
markupson cancer drug prices,
the Centre has decided to cap
the trade margin at 30 per cent
for 110 non-scheduled cancer
drugs, including 35 patented
medicines. While the list is still
being finalised, it will cover
branded and generic, domestic
and imported, patented and
non-patented medicines.

Trade margin is the differ-
ence between the price at
which a distributor procures a
drug from a pharmaceutical
manufacturer, and the final
Maximum Retail Price (MRP)
paid by the patient.

Sources in the Department
of Pharmaceuticals said the
move, which is likely to come
into effect in about 10 days, is
expected toseeafallin prices by
up to 70 per cent in somme cases.

Officials said an analysis of
market data by the National
Pharmaceutical Pricing

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Cancer medicines

Authority had found that the
average trade mark-up forsuch
drugs was approximately 170
per cent, extending up to 700
per cent in some cases. The
analysis noted significant dif-
ferences between the prices at
retail outlets, hospitals and on-
line pharmacies.

Last month, the Supreme
Court, too, had expressed con-

cern over the steep markup on
medicines by hospitals, saying
that it was "broad daylight da-
coity". "Thisis carnage. Plainand
simple. The cancer drug is
priced atan MRPof Rs27000de-
spite being supplied to retailers
for Rs 2,700,” the court had said.
“Why not keepa16 percent mar-
gin on MRP of everything,” it
had said.

Sources said the list of 110
non-scheduled cancer drugs is
being finalised by a committee
under the Director General of
Health Services. The prices of
scheduled drugs, which are part
of the National List of Essential

margin for cheaper drugs can
disincentivise companies as it
would not cover the marketing
costs. Other than that, the drug,
of course, should be approved
for treatment of cancer in India
and used frequently,” said an of-

Medicines, arealreadycontrolled  ficial from the Department of
by the government under its  Pharmaceuticals.
Drugs(Prices Control) Order2013. In 2019, the National Phar-

“One of the considerations
forselectingamedicine (for cap-
ping trade margin) is that it
should be expensive, This is be-
cause a 30 per cent cap on trade

maceutical Pricing Authority
had capped trade margins for 42
cancer medicines at 30 per cent.
This was found to have resulted
in MRPreductionsby upto 91%.

e Summary:

The Department of Pharmaceuticals, following Supreme Court criticism of high trade mark-ups as "broad daylight
dacoity," is capping trade margins at 30% for 110 non-scheduled cancer drugs. This initiative, reported by Anonna Dutt
in New Delhi, involves the Director General of Health Services and the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority to

reduce MRPs and patient costs by up to 70%.
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Govt. to cap trade margins at
30% of MRP for cancer drugs

In a bid to make cancer treatment more
affordable and reduce patients’ out-of-pocket
expenditure, the Union government has decided
to cap trade margins at 30% of the maximum
retail price (MRP) for all non-scheduled
anti-cancer drugs. The measure will cover
branded and generic drugs, domestically
manufactured and imported medicines, and
patented and non-patented products. An expert
committee under the Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS) will finalise the list of
medicines to be brought under the measure. The
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority
(NPPA), found that the average trade mark-up on
non-scheduled anti-cancer medicines was
around 170%, with mark-ups reaching up to
700% in some cases.




- Summary:

The Union government, through the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) and Directorate General of Health
Services (DGHS), has capped trade margins for non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs at 30% of MRP. This initiative aims to
make cancer treatment more affordable by curbing excessive mark-ups, which previously reached up to 700% in some
cases.
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EXPRESS READ

Cancerdrugs all set
to become cheaper

New Delhi: Cancer drugs will
soon will see a 70% drop in
retail prices as the Centre is set
to cap trade margins at 30%
over the cost to distributors.
This will bring down prices of
110 anti-cancer drugs | PT1
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Cancer drugs all set to become cheaper

KAVITA BAJELI-DATT @ New Delhi

CANCER drugs will soon be-
come cheaper as the Centre is
all set to announce capping
trade margins at 30% over the
cost to distributors.

According to official sources,
the move will mean that cancer
drugs will see a 70% slash in re-
tail prices. This will help bring
down prices of 110 anti-cancer
drugs, including 35 patented
medicines, sources added.

The Department of Pharma-
ceuticals, under the Ministry
of Chemicals and Fertilizers,
which will be announcing the
price cut in cancer drugs in ten
days, comes in the wake of the
Supreme Court questioning the
huge gap between the Price to
Retailer (PTR) and Maximum
Retail Price (MRP) of some
cancer medicines.

Official sources said the gov-
ernment plans to cap trade
margins at 30 % of maximum
retail price for all non-sched-
uled anti-cancer drugs, cover-
ing branded and generic, do-
mestic and imported, patented,
and non-patented medicines.

The decision would address
excessive trade mark-ups and
aims to improve affordability
while ensuring continued avail-
ability of these life-saving med-

(AN
cet & WS
v

icines. The step will lead to an
estimated annual savings of
T2,500 crore for cancer patients,
official sources added.

On September 29, the apex
court had voiced its concern on
the issue of the highly inflated
price of anti-cancer drugs.

Batting for a uniform 16 %
margin on all medicines, a
bench of Justice Vikram Nath
and Justice Sandeep Mehta told
Solicitor General Tushar Me-
hta, appearing for the centre,
“This is carnage. Plain and
simple. The cancer drug is
priced at an MRP of 27,000
despite being supplied to retail-
ers for ¥2,700.”

The apex court had also ques-
tioned why a common uniform
margin was not considered for
medicines and asked the gov-
ernment to examine the issue.

SC directs Centre to form
committee to check unethical
pharma freebies to doctors

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
@New Delhi

THE SC on Thursday told the
Centre to constitute a commit-
tee to review representations
on unethical drug promotion
practices and implementation
of the marketing code for phar-
maceutical companies offering
freebies to doctors.

A two-judge Bench headed by
Justice Vikram Nath and com-
prising Justice Sandeep Mehta
passed the order while hearing
a PILfiled by the Federation of
Medical & Sales Representa-
tives Associations of India
(FMSRATI) and others. The com-
mittee will submit its recom-
mendations to the Centre. The
matter has been listed for Janu-
ary 29 for consideration of
UOI's compliance affidavit.

The petition sought statutory
regulation of unethical mar-
keting practices by pharmaceu-
tical companies, challenging
the voluntary regulatory re-

Code prohibits gifts
to medics, court told

The Centre told the court
that the Uniform Code for
Pharmaceutical Marketing
Practices prohibits
companies from offering
gifts, travel facilities,
hospitality, cash or monetary
grants to doctors or families.

gime. The petitioners argued
that pharmaceutical compa-
nies continue to spend on pro-
motion to influence doctors,
resulting in prescriptions, sales
and over-prescription, which
they said infringes citizens’
right to life and health.

The SC reserved its verdict
on September 8§, 2026. The Na-
tional Medical Commission
had kept in abeyance its 2023
conduct regulations restricting
doctors from prescribing
branded medicines.

e Summary:

The Indian Central Government is set to cap trade margins on 110 anti-cancer drugs at 30% over distributor costs, a
move expected to reduce retail prices by 70% and save patients 12,500 crore annually. Simultaneously, the Supreme
Court, led by Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta, has directed the Centre to form a committee to curb unethical

pharmaceutical marketing practices following a PIL filed by the FMSRAL.
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PANEL REPORT BY OCT 14

Several Anti-cancer Drugs
may Get up to 70% Cheaper

The government will cap trade
a margins onnon-scheduled anti-
cancer drugs at 30%, resulting in

up to 70%price cuts on several medicines.

Anexpert panel willdraw up alist of drugs
under this. Teena Thacker reports. »» 6
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GOVT FIXES TRADE MARGINS ON NON-SCHEDULED MEDICINES AT 30%

Cancer Drugs May Get up to 70% Cheaper

Teena Thacker

New Delhi: The government has de-
cided to cap trade margins on non-
scheduled anti-cancer drugsat 30%,
amove that could reduce the prices
of several cancer medicines by up
to 70% and save patients an estima-
ted 22,500 crore annually, officials
told ET.

Following this, the department of
pharmaceuticals asked the health
ministry to constitute an expert
committee to recommend the list
of the medicines to be covered un-
der the trade margin rationalisa-
tion(TMR) exercise.

The committee under the directo-
rate general of health services
(DGHS) is expected to submit its
list by October 14, according to the
minutes of a recent meeting at the
National Pharmaceutical Pricing
Authority (NPPA). “The positive
listmay beupdated periodically ba-
sed on market developments and
public health considerations,” the
minutes showed.

The cap will apply to branded and
generic drugs, domestic and impor-
ted products, and patented as well as
non-patented medicines, officials ET
spoke with said.

Finger on Pulse
32,500 cr

Estimated annual savings

for cancer patients

42.86%

The cap translates into the
stockist-level trade margin

Aspart of the measure, manufactu-
rers of the covered medicines will be
required to maintain their current
production levels to ensure that
supplies of these life-saving drugs
are not disrupted. Since the move on-
ly regulates the trade margin, manu-
facturers’ selling prices and revenu-
eswillnotbeaffected, the officials ex-
plained.

Tobe sure, the MRP is set by the ma-
nufacturer or marketing company.
They are expected to bring it down as
the new rulelimits the share that can
accrue to the trade. The 30% cap
translates info a trade margin of
42.86% on the price tothe stockist.

The government decision comes
days after the Supreme Court rai-
sed concerns over the pricing of

170%

Average trade
markup on non-
scheduled cancer
medicines

Maximum markup
reportedly found
0N SOMe cancer.

medicines

cancer medicines and questioned
the Centre over a drug reportedly
supplied to retailers for around
22,700 but sold at MRP of 227,000.

EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES
The minutes of the NPPA meeting
said the authority “deliberated
upon the need to address excessive
trade markups in non-scheduled
anti-cancer medicines” and obser-
ved that “extraordinary circums-
tances warrant intervention under
Paragraph 19 of DPCO, 2013 in pub-
licinterest”.

Paragraph 19 of the order empo-
wers the government to fix the cei-
ling or retail price of a drug in extra-
ordinary circumstances and in pub-
lic interest. The authority observed

20-70%

National
pharmaceutical
pricing authority
expects broad
reductions in
medicine
MRPs

that “extraordinary circumstances
existed” to address market distor-
tions, curb profiteering and ensure
fair and affordable prices.

An NPPA analysis found that non-
scheduled anti-cancer medicines
carry an average trade markup of
around 170%, with the margin on so-
me drugs going up to 700%. The mi-
nutes also noted substantial varia-
tions in transaction prices across re-
tail, hospital and e-pharmacy chan-
nels, including significant
differences in discounts from MRP:

“The authority accordingly no-
ted that high trade margins, parti-
cularly in non-scheduled anti-can-
cer formulations, are a significant
factor contributing to the high pri-
ces of such medicines,” according

tothe minutes.

The NPPA expects the proposed in-
tervention to reduce the MRP by
broadly 20-70%, depending on the
existing trade structure and mar-
kup of individual medicines, and
estimates annual savings of around
22,500 crore.

Theauthority said themove would
help reduce patients’ out-of-pocket
expenditure, improve affordability
and accessibility, curb excessive
trade markups and increase frans-
parency in prices applicable to pati-
ents. Officials said patients bear
nearly 75% of cancer treatment

costs out of pocket.
The Working Group on Access to
Medicines and Treatments

(WGAMT), a civil society networ-
king working for affordable health-
care in India, however, said the 30%
trade margin cap would not make
non-scheduled cancer medicinesaf-
fordable, arguing that such a cap-
ping in 2019 didn’t help much.

For instance, the margin on ribo-
ciclib was capped at 30% in2019, but
its monthly cost rose from 258,000
in 2022 to 278,000 in 2025, WGAMT
co-convenors Jyotsna Singh and
KM Gopakumar said. Pembrolizu-
mab (Keytruda) still costs around
71,95,000 per vial, they added.

e Summary:

The Indian government, through the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), has capped trade margins on
non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs at 30%, a move expected to reduce prices by up to 70% and save patients 12,500 crore
annually. While journalist Teena Thacker reports that an expert panel will finalize the list of affected medicines by
October 14 to improve affordability following Supreme Court concerns, WGAMT co-convenors Jyotsna Singh and KM
Gopakumar remain skeptical about the measure's overall effectiveness.
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PANEL REPORT BY OCT 14
Govt to Name Anti-cancer

Drugs for 30% Margin Cap

The Centreis preparing to identi-
a fy the anti-cancer medicines that

will come under a proposed 30%
trade-margin cap, with anexpert commit-

tee under the DGHS expected to submit its
report by October 14. »» 11
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Govt Caps Margins
at 30% for
Non-Scheduled
Cancer Drugs

New Delhi: The govern-
ment has decided to cap
trade margins on all non-
scheduled  anti-cancer
drugsat30% of the maxi-
mum retail price (MRP),
amove that could reduce
the prices of several can-
cer medicines by up to
70% and save patients an
estimated 22,500 crore
annually, officials told
ET. The cap will apply to
branded and generic
drugs, domestic and im-
ported products, and pa-
tented as well as non-pa-
tented medicines, they
said.

The move comes days
after the Supreme Court
raised concerns over the
pricingof cancer medici-
nes and questioned the
Centreover adrugrepor-
tedly supplied to retai-
lers for around 22,700 but
soldatan MRP of 227,000.

An analysis by the Na-
tional Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority
(NPPA) recently found
that non-scheduled anti-

cancer

drugs car-
ry an av-
erage tra-
de mark-
up of aro-

Anti-cancer und 170%,
drugmkthas with the
around225  mark-up

drugsand risingtoas
500 much as
formulations, 7009 in so-
wm”“"""‘ me cases.
wrnoverof e apaly-
masoa sis also fo-

und significant differen-
cesinpricesacrossretail
pharmacies, hospitals
andonline pharmacies.
Drugs covered under the
margin cap will be identi-
fied through a list to be fi-
nalised by an expert com-
mittee under the Directo-
rate General of Health
Services(DGHS), officials
cited above said. As part
of the measure, manufac-
turers of the covered me-
dicines will be required to
maintain their current
production levels to ensu-
rethatsuppliesof theseli-
fe-saving drugs are not
disrupted. Since the mo-
wve only regulates the tra-
de margin, manufactu-
rers’ selling prices and
revenues will not be af-
fected, the officials ex-
plained. —Our Bureau

e Summary:

The Central Government, through an expert committee under the Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS) and
the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), has capped trade margins on non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs at
30%. This initiative, prompted by Supreme Court concerns over exorbitant pricing, aims to make cancer treatment
significantly more affordable by reducing patient costs by up to 70% across India.
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Centretocaptrade
marginat30%for
anti-cancerdrugs

AKSHEEV THAKUR

TRIEUNE NEWSE SERVICE

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 8
The Centre has decided to cap
trade margins at 30 per cent of
the MRP for all non-sched-
uled anti-cancer drugs, cover-
ing branded and generic,
domestic and imported,
patented and nonpatented
medicines, to reduce the
financial burden on patients.
The decision, which is
expected to be implemented
later this month, will bring
CONTINUED ON PAGE g
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Centre to cap trade margin...

down prices of 110 anticancer
drugs, including 35 patented
medicines,

the cost of patients and cor-
rect market distortions,
thereby ensuring fairprices,”

ceutical Pricing Authority
revealed that the average
trade mark-up on the non-

“To ensure the continued the sources said. scheduled anti-cancer drugs
availability of these life-sav- Official estimates suggest is approximately 170 percent,
ing drugs, manufacturers that approximately 60 per- with mark-upsreachingupto
will be required to maintain  sons per one lakh population 700 per centin certain cases.
current production levels. are affected by cancer The Significant price difference
Further, manufacturers’sell-  treatment for cancer is asso-  is also observed between the
ing prices orrevenuewillnot  ciated with high financial pricescharged through retail,
be affected as the cap applies  burden and significant out- hospital and online pharma-

only to the trade margin,” ofpocket expenditure (about cies. Sources said serious
sources said. 75 per centof thetotalexpen- concerns had also been
The sources said the pro- diture). Themarketdataindi- raised by wvarious state

posed tfrade marginrationali- cates that the anti-cancer authorities(including Maha-
sation was expected toresult  medicines market comprises  rashtra, Rajasthan and Kar-
in a reduction of up to 70 per  approximately 225 drugsand nataka), patients and civil
cent in MRPs. “The measure 500 formulations, with an  society through public plat-
is expected toresult in annu-  annual turnover of around Bs  forms regarding excessive

al savings of Rs 2,500 crore
and reduce out-of-pocket

12500 crore. Scheduled anti-

cancer medicines account for

pricing of drugs, particularly
highlighting the wide dispar-

expenditure for cancer approximately Rs2250crore. ity between the procurement
patients. It will also address An analysis of the market price and the MRP charged
the issue of profiteering at  databythe National Pharma-  from consumers.

e Summary:

The Central Government, through the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), has decided to cap trade
margins at 30% for all non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs to curb profiteering. Reported by journalist Aksheev Thakur, this
initiative covers domestic, imported, branded, and generic medicines, aiming to reduce MRPs by up to 70% and save
patients across India approximately Rs 2,500 crore annually.
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In a move aimed at reducing
high mark-ups and lowering
the financial burden on pa-
tients undergoing cancer
treatment, the government
has decided to cap trade mar-
gins at 30 per cent of the
maximum retail price (MRP)
for all non-scheduled anti-
cancer drugs.

The measure will cover all
non-scheduled anti-cancer
drugs — branded, generic,
domestically manufactured,
imported, patented and
non-patented.

Officials said a committee
formed by the Union Min-
istry of Health and Family
welfare will finalise the list of
drugs. “So far, a total of 110
drugs have been identified,
of which 35 are patented,”
the official added. The pro-

cess is expected to be com-
pleted within the next 7-10
days. The government estim-
ates that the move could re-
duce the MRP of affected
medicines by up to 70 per
centand resultin annual sav-
ings of around ¥2,500 crore
for patients undergoing can-
cer treatment.

POSITIVE LIST
The list of medicines to be
covered will be a positive list
to be finalised by an expert
committee under the Direct-
orate General of Health Ser-
vices. The government has
also clarified that manufac-
turers’ selling prices or rev-
enue will not be affected by
the measure, as the interven-
tion is aimed specifically at
capping trade margins.
According to the govern-
ment, around 60 people per
one lakh population are af-
fected by cancer in India,

WELCOME MOVE. The measure will cover all non-scheduled

anti-cancer drugs

while out-of-pocket ex-
penditure accounts for
around 75 per cent of total
cancer-care  expenditure.
Market data cited by the gov-
ernment shows that the anti-
cancer medicines market
comprises around 225 drugs
and 500 formulations, with
an annual turnover of ap-
proximately ¥12,500 crore.
Scheduled cancer medicines
account for around ¥2,250
crore of this market.

An analysis by the Na-

tional Pharmaceutical Pri-
cing Authority (NPPA)
found that the average trade
mark-up on non-scheduled
anti-cancer drugs is around
170 per cent, with mark-ups
reaching as high as 700 per
cent in some cases.
Concerns  have  been
raised by State authorities,
including Maharashtra, Ra-
jasthan and Karnataka, as
well as patients and civil so-
ciety groups, over excessive
drug prices and the disparity

Cancer drug prices likely to fall as govt
caps trade margins at 30% of MRP

COST RELIEF. The move could result in annual savings of around 2,500 crore for patients

between procurement prices
and the MRP charged to con-
sumers. The government
said high trade mark-ups,
particularly on high-value
oncology medicines, place a
substantial burden on pa-
tients through out-of-pocket
expenditure.

The latest decision builds
on an intervention intro-
duced by the NPPA in Febru-
ary 2019, when trade mar-
gins on 42  selected
non-scheduled anti-cancer
drugs were capped on a pilot
basis by invoking extraordin-
ary powers under Paragraph
19 of the Drugs (Prices Con-
trol) Order, 2013,

Drawing on the experi-
ence of the earlier interven-
tion, the government has
now decided to extend trade-
margin rationalisation to all
non-scheduled anti-cancer
drugs covered by the forth-
coming positive list.




- Summary:

» The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has capped trade margins for non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs at
30% of MRP.

* This initiative aims to reduce the financial burden on cancer patients in India by lowering drug prices.

» The NPPA will oversee the implementation, potentially saving patients 12,500 crore annually.
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In a move aimed at reducing
high mark-ups and lowering
the financial burden on pa-
tients undergoing cancer
treatment, the government
has decided to cap trade mar-
gins at 30 per cent of the
maximum retail price (MRP)
for all non-scheduled anti-
cancer drugs.

The measure will cover all
non-scheduled anti-cancer
drugs — branded, generic,
domestically manufactured,
imported, patented and
non-patented.

Officials said a committee
formed by the Union Min-
istry of Health and Family
welfare will finalise the list of
drugs. “So far, a total of 110
drugs have been identified,
of which 35 are patented,”
the official added. The pro-

cess is expected to be com-
pleted within the next 7-10
days. The government estim-
ates that the move could re-
duce the MRP of affected
medicines by up to 70 per
centand resultin annual sav-
ings of around ¥2,500 crore
for patients undergoing can-
cer treatment.

POSITIVE LIST
The list of medicines to be
covered will be a positive list
to be finalised by an expert
committee under the Direct-
orate General of Health Ser-
vices. The government has
also clarified that manufac-
turers’ selling prices or rev-
enue will not be affected by
the measure, as the interven-
tion is aimed specifically at
capping trade margins.
According to the govern-
ment, around 60 people per
one lakh population are af-
fected by cancer in India,

WELCOME MOVE. The measure will cover all non-scheduled

anti-cancer drugs

while out-of-pocket ex-
penditure accounts for
around 75 per cent of total
cancer-care  expenditure.
Market data cited by the gov-
ernment shows that the anti-
cancer medicines market
comprises around 225 drugs
and 500 formulations, with
an annual turnover of ap-
proximately ¥12,500 crore.
Scheduled cancer medicines
account for around ¥2,250
crore of this market.

An analysis by the Na-

tional Pharmaceutical Pri-
cing Authority (NPPA)
found that the average trade
mark-up on non-scheduled
anti-cancer drugs is around
170 per cent, with mark-ups
reaching as high as 700 per
cent in some cases.
Concerns  have  been
raised by State authorities,
including Maharashtra, Ra-
jasthan and Karnataka, as
well as patients and civil so-
ciety groups, over excessive
drug prices and the disparity

Cancer drug prices likely to fall as govt
caps trade margins at 30% of MRP

COST RELIEF. The move could result in annual savings of around 2,500 crore for patients

between procurement prices
and the MRP charged to con-
sumers. The government
said high trade mark-ups,
particularly on high-value
oncology medicines, place a
substantial burden on pa-
tients through out-of-pocket
expenditure.

The latest decision builds
on an intervention intro-
duced by the NPPA in Febru-
ary 2019, when trade mar-
gins on 42  selected
non-scheduled anti-cancer
drugs were capped on a pilot
basis by invoking extraordin-
ary powers under Paragraph
19 of the Drugs (Prices Con-
trol) Order, 2013,

Drawing on the experi-
ence of the earlier interven-
tion, the government has
now decided to extend trade-
margin rationalisation to all
non-scheduled anti-cancer
drugs covered by the forth-
coming positive list.




- Summary:

» The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has capped trade margins for non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs at
30% of MRP.

* This initiative aims to reduce the financial burden on cancer patients in India by lowering drug prices.

» The NPPA will oversee the implementation, potentially saving patients 12,500 crore annually.
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Govt to cap trade margins on
non-scheduled cancer drugs

Move could
cut prices by
up to 70%

SANKET KOUL
New Delhi, 8 October

The Centre has decided to cap
trade margins for all non-
scheduled cancer drugs at 30
percentof the maximum retail
price (MRP), according to two
senior officials aware of
the matter.

“This would cover 110 non-
scheduled cancer drugs,
including branded, generic,
domestic and imported drugs.
Thirtyfive of these are pat-
ented cancer medicines,” one
ofthe officialsin the know said.

The move is expected to
reduce MRPs of cancer drugs
by 20to70 percent and gener-
ate annual savings of %,500
crore, another official told
Business Standard on the con-
dition of anonymity.

The decision aims to curb
excessive trade mark-ups and
improve affordability while
ensuring the continued avail-
ability of these life-saving
medicines, officials said.

An expert committee of the
Directorate General of Health
Services (DGHS) is estimating
the number of brands that will
come under the proposed cap.
“Cancer drug brands that are
expensive for the consumers
are being considered for
margincapping.” the first offi-
cial quoted above said.

He added the cancer medi-

What it
entails

=110 non-
scheduled cancer
drugs, including

= Move could cut
MRPs by up to
70 per cent, save

m Centre had
capped margins
on 42 cancer

35 patented patients an drugs in 2019,
meds, to come estimated saving I984 cr
- under proposed 32,500 cr annually across 526 brands
i 30percenttrade g NpPA study # TMR could
nargircap. found 170-700% eventually extend

R

cine market comprises around
225 drugs and 500 formula-
tions, with an annual turnover
ofaround 12,500 crore.

A market study by the
National Pharmaceutical Pric-
ing Authority (NPPA) has
found trade margins ranging
from 170 to 700 per cent for
cancer drugs at various out-
lets, the official added.

Non-scheduled drugs are
pharmaceutical formulations
not subject to price ceilings
under the Drugs Prices Control
Order (DPCO), 2013. Manufac-
turers of such formulations
and devices can increase
pricesby upto 10 percent over
a rolling 12-month period.
These drugs account for an
estimated 82 percent of India’s
domestic pharma market.

The decision marks a first
step towards trade margin
rationalisation (TMR), and
comes even asthe Department
of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) and
the NPPA held industry con-
sultations on price mark-ups
for essential medicines.

Under TMR, the difference
between the price charged bya
manufacturer to a distributor

trade margins on
cancer drugs at
various outlets

-

to other non-
scheduled drugs,
medical devices

and the price paid by a con-
sumer could be regulated,
unlike conventional price
controls that fix a ceiling for
aformulation.

The move also comes amid
Supreme Court scrutiny of
high mark-ups on essential
medicines. ABenchof Justices
Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta has questioned the
regulatory distinction
between scheduled and non-
scheduled medicines under
the DPCO, and whether medi-
cines classified as non-essen-
tial should remain outside
price control mechanisms.
The next hearing is scheduled
for October 12.

Several state drug regula-
tory bodies, including those of
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Uttar Pradesh, have flagged
high local price mark-ups. Last
month, the Maharashtra Food
and Drug Administration
wrote to the NPPA highlight-
ing mark-ups of almost 1,000
per centinthe MRPs of certain
medical consumables sold
at  hospital pharmacies,
compared with their procure-
ment costs.

The Centre had earlier
capped trade margins for 42
cancer drugs in 2019, resulting
in reported annual savings of
T984 crore across 526 brands.

Officials said margin cap-
ping could eventually be
extended beyond cancer drugs
to other non-scheduled for-
mulations, medical consum-
ables and devices such
as intravenous (IV) kits and
catheters.

The DoP had told the Par-
liamentary Standing Commit-
tee on Chemicals and
Fertilisersin August that it was
examining a proposal toincor-
porate TMR into the DPCO. No
timeframe had been set forthe
broader framework.

While pharmaceutical
industry associationsand con-
sumer groups have supported
the proposed TMR framework,
they have recommended
changes to the method of cal-
culating margins, the pro-
posed cap, phased
implementation and the
period of sales data to be
considered.

More on Business-standard.com




- Summary:

» The Indian government plans to cap trade margins on 110 non-scheduled cancer drugs at 30% to improve affordability.

» The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) aims to reduce MRPs by up to 70%, potentially saving 15,500
crore annually.

e This initiative follows Supreme Court scrutiny regarding high mark-ups on essential medicines and medical
consumables.
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Prices of 110
anti-cancer
drugs to fall

THE CENTREIS set tocap trade
margins at 30% on 110 non-
scheduled anti-cancer drugs,
including 35 patented medi-
cines, sources in the Depart-
ment of Pharmaceuticals
(DoP) told FE, reports
Manu Kaushik. mPAGE &




Related News:

medications.

The Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) is set to cap trade margins at 30% for 110 non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs,
an initiative reported by Manu Kaushik. This government measure, currently under review by the Supreme Court, aims to
reduce MRPs by up to 70%, potentially saving patients 12,500 crore annually by regulating prices on essential cancer
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MANU KAUSHIK The announcement comes
New Delhi, October 8 BIG RELIEF asthe Supreme Court is exam-
I ¥ ¥, .| iningtheissue of high medi-
THE GOVERNMENT IS set to v . 1. cine mark-ups.
cap trade margins at 30% on } During a recent hearing,
110 non-scheduled anti-can- the court questioned why a
cer drugs, including 35 cancer drug supplied to a
patented medicines, sourcesin retailer foraround ¥2,700 had
the Department of Pharma- an MRP of 27,000 - a ten-
ceuticals (DoP) told FE. The fold difference.The bench also
move could make these high- questionedwhetherauniform
priced medicines moreafford- margin should apply across
able to consumers. = medicines and asked the cen-
Thegovernmentestimates M Listincludes 35 patented {143 government to examine
that the cap could cut the max- medicines the issue. The matter is sched-
imum retail prices (MRPs) of uled for further hearing on
these drugs by up to 70%and B Govt estimates MRPs October12.
save patients an estimated could fall by up to Apharma association offi-
¥2,500 crore annually. The cial said the proposal would
tighter margin ceiling is also 7 0 limit retailers' margins by
likely to pressure retailers, hos- O / restricting the difference
pital chains and pharma com- o between the price paid by the
panies that earn higher mar- retailer and the MRP to 30%.
gins on these drugs. M Patients could save an “This capwill be applicable on
“These  non-scheduled  estimated ¥2,500 cr the retailers’ margins. The dif-
drugs were not under any caps annually ference between PTR and
before.A committee under the MRP cannot be more than
Director Generalof HealthSer- g cap will cover generic, 30% now.
vices (DGHS)will examine and patented, imported “There’s already a 16% cap
finalise the list of medicines to locally préduced errlgs on trade marginsonthe sched-
be covered. The move will cover uled drugs across the board.
generics, patented, imported The move is likely to affect
and locally-produced drugs,”  trol) Order, 2013 (DPCO).The retailers, hospital chains and
the DoP official said. scheduledlistisbasedonmed- pharmacompanies, especially
Non-scheduled drugs are icinesincluded inthe National ~ those who work on high mar-
medicineswhose pricesarenot  List of Essential Medicines gins,"hesaid.
directly fixed by the govern-  (NLEM). Under the existing frame-
ment. Scheduled drugs,in con- According to the official, work, the scheduled drugs are
trast, are subject to govern-  thegovernmentplanstocom- subject to government-regu-
ment-controlled price limits  plete the exercise within 10 lated trade margins when their
under the Drugs (Prices Con-  days. ceiling prices are fixed.
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mmary:
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Centre plans 30%
margin cap on key
cancer medicines

briyanka.sharma@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

he Centre is preparing to
T cap trade marginsonall

non-scheduled anti-
cancer medicines at 30% of
their maximum retail price
(MRP), a move that could cut
retail prices by as much as 70%
and save cancer patients an
estimated 32,500 crore to
33,500 crore a year, according
to three senior government
officials familiar with the mat-
ter.

The orderis expected soon,
ahead of a Supreme Court
hearing on 12 October, where
the governmentis expected to
present its framework for
making cancer therapies more
affordable.

The proposed cap would
cover branded and generic
drugs, domestically produced
and imported medicines, and
patented and non-patented
drugs, the officials said. It
would target trade mark-ups
between manufacturers and
retail points such as hospitals
rather than manufacturers’
selling prices, they said.

The move comes as cancer
treatment remains a major
burden on Indian households,
with out-of-pocket spending
accounting for about 75% of
total cancer treatment
expenses. Cancer incidence in
Indiais approximately 60 per
100,000 population, accord-
ingtodatacited by the govern-
ment.

Centre's move could cut retail
prices by as muchas70%.  ae

The broader anti-cancer
medicines market comprises
approximately 225 drugs and
500 formulations, with annual
turnover of around 12,500
crore, according to industry
data. Scheduled medicines
account for nearly 32,250
crore.

The proposed trade margin
rationalization (TMR) targets
non-scheduled anti-cancer
drugs, which fall outside the
direct price ceiling under the
National List of Essential Med-
icines (NLEM).

“Studies by market data
groups and the National Phar-
maceutical Pricing Authority
(NPPA) revealed staggering
trade marginsranging froman
averageof170% toup to 700%
on cancer therapies, leaving
patients vulnerable to exces-
siveretail mark-ups by distrib-
utors and private hospitals,”
oneof the three officials cited
earlier said.

For an extended version of

this story, go to livemint.com.




- Summary:

The Central Government plans to cap trade margins on non-scheduled anti-cancer medicines at 30% to reduce retail
prices by up to 70%. This initiative, overseen by the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), aims to alleviate
the financial burden on Indian households. The government will present this framework for affordable cancer therapy
during an upcoming Supreme Court hearing.
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30 percent profit margin to be fixed on 68 cancer drugs
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Summary:

» The Central Government, following Supreme Court remarks, capped profit margins at 30% for 68 cancer drugs.
» The Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers will release a list of 110 total drugs under price control.
* This initiative is expected to save consumers 2500 crore rupees, building on a 2019 policy for 42 anti-cancer drugs.
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SC strict to stop 'freebies' of pharma companies
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- Summary:

» The Supreme Court has ordered the Central Government to form a special committee to curb unethical marketing
practices by pharma companies.

» The committee will propose legal measures to stop companies from influencing doctors with gifts and cash.

» The Center must report progress to the Supreme Court before the next hearing on January 29.
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- Summary:

» The Supreme Court directed the Central Government to form a committee to curb unethical marketing by pharma
companies and implement a uniform code.

» The government capped trade margins on 110 cancer drugs at 30% of MRP to make them affordable.

* This initiative is expected to save cancer patients approximately 12500 crore annually.
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Central government in action after Supreme Court's query: 110 cancer drugs to
become up to 70% cheaper, trade margin to be capped at 30%
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- Summary:

» The Central Government, following a Supreme Court query, decided to cap trade margins on 110 cancer drugs at 30%
of MRP.

* This initiative by the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers is expected to make drugs up to 70% cheaper.

» The move aims to provide significant financial relief to cancer patients across India.
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Cancer drugs to be up to 70% cheaper; trade margin capped at 30%
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- Summary:

The Central Government has capped trade margins on cancer drugs at 30%, potentially reducing prices by 70%. The
Supreme Court has also ordered a committee to curb unethical marketing practices by pharmaceutical companies.
Meanwhile, the NPPA reports that 84% of fines imposed on drug companies for overcharging remain unrecovered,
highlighting ongoing issues with hospital and pharmaceutical pricing.
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Shooter Parminder Kaka arrested in ‘Mad Sandhu' murder case; Sellers will not be able
to charge more than 30% profit on cancer drugs!

W eandamad HYT ST W 30% A 1T

2Je? RRice Bl foretrar

ﬂgnaﬁm 8 AFET
(@ﬁ):mﬂmw
1 YT TrYTe WS a SUuE
3R Tehary enféw fe dy Hi
39 HEH i YT § gaET
T g g ¥ Hfera & AR J
T e yre i R R g

gﬁuﬁ@mﬁmﬁﬂﬂgmﬂanﬁa
TR ( ST ) AFeTa e = srara i ST
%1 = TS Fah 3F T TS & Y
H ¢ T1 9% i w9 9 Tiee feee ke 9
T o7 $R T TRIUE T el =ems o |

iS5 e, | SR YR YR A T 1T
TiiettaTd i 3T AR & Jfi =TT #i' qx

Ty 1 3 TR Fl USTE & AGAR & ACTEH
T Tk | el AR &1 Y o 7T ot

wﬂﬁwaﬁﬁm!

‘ FAAE T & 1T HHgT e hft <@t W gFrRr

3R fewgieget & T i 91 7 F H WH
1 e AT o foT 8] Tged s 9H- 3 § |

418 Tarten ud YRER Hea B S, g
3 e ¢ foh TEHR 1 SR R SiHl TR S
& TS wI A fEEES S W g1 TR
e e genedi W IS & 30%
T 1 e fopa e # o
galE & siferae e # 70 dfava %
I 3 F1 SHE ¢ | 39 a1 HH 37 8 |
10 &= § yofaen @m &1 = |

T 2500 SIS TR T &
B9 1 218 2019 # TN IC Haw
TR B, 5T 526 815 T e
@l uR e el sxdu 3
JcTieN G 984 GRS SUC I
& A e el B & A
el D & B & 2100 S
arell 2l 27000 FUC H &ide
T Jare IoRT el




- Summary:

» Shooter Parminder Kaka was arrested by Ahmedabad Crime Branch for the murder of influencer Mad Sandhu in
Amritsar.

» Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda announced a 30% cap on trade margins for anti-cancer drugs to make treatment
affordable.

* This government initiative is expected to save cancer patients approximately 12500 crore annually.
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Impact of Supreme Court's remark: MRP could be reduced by up to 70 percent.
'Robbery’ of profits in cancer drugs will stop, margin will be capped at 30 percent.
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- Summary:

The Central Government is set to cap distributor margins on cancer drugs at 30%, potentially reducing MRPs by 70%.
This follows the Supreme Court's intervention, which labeled excessive profiteering as 'daylight robbery'. The
Department of Pharmaceuticals and the Director General of Health Services are currently finalizing the list of affected
drugs.
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Scissors on Cancer Drug Prices! 30 Percent Limit on Trade Margin: Centre..

Implementation from the end of this month
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- Summary:

» The Central Government has capped trade margins on cancer drugs at 30%, aiming to save patients Rs 2,500 crore
annually.

* This policy covers 110 types of cancer drugs, including patented ones, effective from the end of this month.

e The Supreme Court urged the Centre to form a committee to curb unethical pricing practices by pharmaceutical
companies.
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Cancer drug prices reduced; 30 percent cap set for retail sale; Central Government

action
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- Summary:

» The Supreme Court condemned high cancer drug prices, prompting the Central Government to cap retail profit
margins at 30%.

» The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) initiative will reduce drug costs by 70%, saving patients Rs
2,500 crore annually.

* This move covers 110 essential cancer drugs, benefiting poor and middle-class families across India.




RERCH
N PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
AR e

Publication Name:
Deccan Chronicle

11 drafer,

Edition:
Chennai

Publication Date:
09/10/2026

Page No:
4

Language:
English

CCM:
1259.52

Govt caps trade marginson

anti-cancer drugs at 30%

SC calls for committee on
unethical pharma practices

AVINASH PRABHAKAR
NEW DELHI, OCT. 8

The prices of several anti-
cancer medicines are like-
ly to fall by up to 70 per
cent as the Centre has
decided to cap trade mar-
gins at 30 per cent of the
Maximum Retall Price
(MRP) for all non-sched-
uled anti-cancer drugs, top
government sources said
here on Thursday.

The move, aimed at curb-
ing excessive mark-ups
and reducing the financial
burden on cancer patients,
will cover all non-sched-
uled anti-cancer drugs —
branded and generic,
domestically manufac-
fured and imported,
patented and non-pat”
ented.

"The proposed TMR is
expected to result in signif-
icant reductions upto 70
per cent of MRE"

“The intervention would
result into expected annual

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, OCT. 8

The Supreme Court on
Thursday directed the
Centre to constitute a com-
mittee within two weeks to
undertake a holistic and
comprehensive examina-
tion of issues relating
to unethical pharmac
eutical marketing prac-
tices,

The SC directed that the
committee would endeav-
our to complete the exer-
cise in a time-bound man-

ner and submit its recom-
mendations to the Centre
in two months from the
date of its first meeting,
after duly undertaking the
consultative process and
considering the material
and suggestions placed
before it.

The bench passed the
order on a plea concerning
alleged prevalence of
unethical marketing and
promotional practices by
pharmaceutical compa-
nies in their dealings with
healthcare professionals.

savings of 7 2500 crore and
reduction in out-of-pocket
expenditure for patients
undergoing cancer treat-
ment", told the source.
sources added further
that the intervention will

cover all non-scheduled
anti-cancer drugs. The list
of drugs would be a posi-
tive list to be finalised by
an expert committee under
the Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS).




- Summary:

» The Central Government has capped trade margins on non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs at 30% to reduce patient
costs by up to 70%.

» The Supreme Court has directed the Centre to form a committee to investigate unethical pharmaceutical marketing
practices.

» These measures aim to curb excessive mark-ups and regulate pharmaceutical company dealings with healthcare
professionals.
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SC asks panel to check
pharma advt violations

DC CORRESPONDENT
MEW DELHI, OCT. 8

The Supreme Court on
Thursday directed the Ce-
ntre to constitute a com-
mittes within two weeks
to comprehensively exam-
ine unethical pharmaceu-
tical marketing practices.
The court said the com-
mittee should endeavour
to submit its recommen-
dations to the Centre
within two months of its
first meeting, after consul-
tations and consideration
of the material and sug-
gestions placed before it.
A two-judge bench of
Justice Vikram Nath and
Justice Sandeep Mehta
passed the order on a peti-
tion concerning the
alleged prevalence of
unethical marketing and
promotional practices by
pharmaceutical compa-
nies in their dealings with
healtheare professionals.
The petitioners alleged
that these practices inclu-
ded direct or indirect mo-
netary benefits, gifts, hos-
pitality, sponsored travel,
entertainment and other
inducements intended to
influence doctors’ pre-
scribing practices.

PERMANENT
LIFELINE FOR
SMA CARE

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, OCT. 8

The Supreme Court con-
sidered creating a perma-
nent corpus fund to fin
ance treatment for people
with spinal muscular atr-
ophy (SMA).

Hearing a suo motu
case, a three-judge bench
comprising CJI Surva
Kant, Justice Jovmalya
Bagchi and Justice W
Mohana said individual
charity and ad hoc gov-
ernment grants were
insufficient and a regular
funding mechanism was
needed for life-saving
therapies.

The court noted that the
Centre had proposed a
three-member committee
to examine the issue and
recommend an appropri-
ate statutory and regula-
tory framework to govern
the pharma companies,

CANCER DRUG
PRICES LIKELY
T0 FALL70%

DC CORRESPONDENT
MEW DELHIL, OCT. 8

Prices of several anti-can-
cer medicines are likely to
fall by up to 70 per cent
after the Centre decided to
cap trade margins at 30
per cent of the maximum
retail price (MRP) for all
non-scheduled anti-can-
cer drugs, government
sources said on Thursdaw

The proposed interven-
tion is aimed at curbing
excessive mark-ups and

reducing the financial
burden on  cancer
patients.

It will cover all non-
scheduled anti-cancer
drugs, including branded
and generic medicines,
and domestically manu-
factured and imported
products, whether patent-
ed or non-patented. “The
proposed TMR is expected
to result in significant
reductions up to 70 per
cent of MRP




- Summary:

» The Supreme Court directed the Centre to form a committee to curb unethical pharmaceutical marketing practices.

* A three-judge bench is exploring a permanent funding mechanism for spinal muscular atrophy (SMA) treatment.

» The Centre plans to cap trade margins on non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs at 30%, potentially reducing prices by up
to 70% for patients.
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CANCER DRUG PRICES CAPPED:

GOVT SETS 30% TRADE MARGIN

Centre eyes up to
70% cut in costs

Agencies
New Delhi

The Centre has an-
nounced a 30% cap on
trade margins for all non-
scheduled  anti-cancer
drugs, a move that could
reduce the maximum retail
prices (MRPs) of some
cancer medicines by up to
70% and save patients an
estimated Rs 2,500 crore a
year.

The measure will cover
branded and generic med-
icines, as well as domestic
and imported, patented
and non-patented anti-
cancer drugs that fall out-
side the scheduled price-
control framework.

The government said
the decision is aimed at
curbing excessive mark-
ups in the medicine sup-
ply chain and making
life-saving cancer treat-
ment more affordable,
while ensuring that the
medicines remain avail-
able. The announcement
comes against the back-
drop of a sharp interven-
tion by the Supreme
Court last month over the
pricing of cancer medi-
cines, particularly the
huge gap between the
price at which medicines
reach retailers and the
MRP charged to patients.

On September 29, a
bench of Justices Vikram

FREEBIES TO DOCTORS : SUPREME COURT ASKS UNION TO FORM PANEL
TO RECOMMEND REGULATIONS ON PHARMA MARKETING PRACTICES

s, The Supreme Court today directed the Union of India to constitute a commit-
| tee to recommend statutory regulations to curb unethical marketing practices by
pharmaceutical companies. “The committee will consider the suggestions and

representations and give its recommendations to the Union. The matter is directed to be
listed on 29th January for consideration of compliance affidavit by the Union,” the Court
pronounced. A bench of Justice Vikram Nath and Justice Sandeep Mehta pronounced
the order in a petition seeking statutory regulation of pharmaceutical marketing practices
to curb unethical interactions between pharmaceutical companies and doctors. The Court
had reserved order on the plea after Solicitor General Tushar Mehta informed the Court
that the Union government will constitute a three-member committee to examine whether a
statutory framework is needed to regulate unethical practices by pharmaceutical com-
panies. The Court had earlier questioned whether the Uniform Code for Pharmaceutical
Marketing Practices, 2024 had sufficient enforcement mechanisms. It had also questioned
whether the Union government intended to give statutory backing to the Code, noting that
the absence of government control could make the purportedly mandatory regime almost
voluntary. Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, relying on the Centre’s affidavit dated August
17, 2026, said that detailed deliberations have taken place between Department of Phar-
maceuticals, Department of Health and Department of Legal Affairs.

Nath and Sandeep Mehta
questioned the Centre
over a cancer drug that
was reportedly supplied
to retailers for around
2,700 but carried an MRP
of Ra 27,000 - a nearly

ten-fold difference.

The court questioned
why a uniform margin
could not be considered
for medicines and asked
the government to exam-
ine the issue. The Bench

also raised concerns
about corporate hospitals
requiring patients to buy
medicines from their in-
house pharmacies, par-
ticularly when treatment
is being reimbursed

through
schemes.

The court had floated
the possibility of a 16%
margin framework, simi-
lar to the retailer margin
used in the price-control
mechanism for sched-
uled formulations. The
court, however, had not
ordered a nationwide
16% cap. The matter is
scheduled to come up
again on October 12.

The government’s lat-
est move instead extends
the existing Trade Mar-
gin Rationalisation
(TMR) approach to the
wider universe of non-
scheduled cancer medi-
cines, with the margin
fixed at 30%.

There is already prec-
edent for the approach. In
2019, the National Phar-
maceutical Pricing Au-
thority (NPPA) capped
trade margins at 30% for
42 non-scheduled anti-
cancer medicines. The
government says that in-
tervention reduced the
MRPs of 526 brands by
an average of around
50%, generating estimat-
ed annual savings of
about 984 crore for pa-
tients.

The government esti-
mates that the expanded
intervention could result
in MRP reductions of as
much as 70%, depending
on the existing trade
margins, with total an-
nual savings of around
2,500 crore.

government




- Summary: ~

» The Indian government capped trade margins for non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs at 30% to reduce MRPs by up to
70%.

» The Supreme Court, led by Justice Vikram Nath and Justice Sandeep Mehta, directed the Union of India to form a
committee to regulate unethical pharmaceutical marketing practices.

« This initiative aims to make life-saving cancer treatments more affordable.
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Cancer medicines to become up to 70% cheaper
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Summary:

The Modi government has capped trade margins on 110 non-scheduled cancer drugs at 30%, potentially reducing retalil
prices by up to 70%. This initiative, aimed at providing financial relief to lakhs of cancer patients across India, is
expected to save patients approximately 12,500 crore annually while ensuring supply chain stability.




\.

Publication Name: Publication Date: Language:
Malayala Manorama 09/10/2026 Malayalam
Edition: Page No: CCM:
Delhi 7 88.57

-

Trade margin of cancer drugs reduced
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Summary:

The Central Government, through the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), has capped trade margins for
non-scheduled cancer drugs at 30% of the MRP. This move, reported by Sharanya Bhuvanendran in New Delhi, aims to
reduce retail prices by up to 70%, benefiting patients despite past challenges in price control.
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Prices of 225 cancer drugs will decrease
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Summary:

Union Health Minister JP Nadda announced that the Indian government will cap trade margins on 225 anti-cancer drugs
at 30%. This initiative aims to make cancer treatment more affordable by potentially reducing MRPs by up to 70%. The
policy covers branded, generic, domestic, and imported drugs, with implementation expected within 10 days.
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Expensive cancer drugs could become up to 70 percent cheaper
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- Summary:

» The Indian government plans to cap trade margins on expensive cancer drugs at 30%, potentially reducing MRP by up
to 70%.

» A committee under the Director General of Health Services is finalizing the list of drugs.

* This initiative aims to significantly lower out-of-pocket treatment costs for cancer patients across the country.
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GOVT CAPS TRADE MARGINS AT 30%

CANCER DRUGS PRICES
'LIKELY TO FALL BY 70%

NEw DELHI

| CANCER patients could
. soon see a sharp drop in the
. price of some of the country’s
- costliest medicines, with the
. government moving to cap
. trade margins at 30% over the
- cost to distributors.

. 'The move will cover expen-

. sive cancer drugs, including
. some patented medicines,
and could bring down their
. retail prices (MRPs) by as
- much as 70%, Department of
. Pharmaceuticals sources said.

. 'The decision comes as the
. government seeks to rein in
. steep mark-ups in the cancer

drug market. It builds on a
2019 pilot under which trade
margins on 42 cancer medi-
cines were capped. The latest
move is aimed specifically
at high-priced drugs, where
even a relatively large margin
translates into a substantial
increase in the price paid by
patients. For cancer patients
and their families, the move
could directly lower the
amount they pay for some
of the most expensive medi-
cines. A cut in MRP of up to
70% could translate into sig-
nificant savings, particularly
for patients requiring pro-
longed treatment with high-

cost drugs. The impact, how-
ever, will depend on which
medicines make the final list
and how much of the exist- |
ing trade margin is actually
passed on to patients.

A committee headed by the
Director General of Health |
Services is now drawing up
the list of medicines that will |
come under the new regime.
The measure is expected to
take effect within 10 days. |
Drugs being considered will
have to be approved for can-
cer treatment in India and be |
in frequent use, apart from
meeting the key criterion of
being expensive.




- Summary:

» The Indian government, through the Department of Pharmaceuticals, is capping trade margins on expensive cancer
drugs at 30%.

» A committee led by the Director General of Health Services is identifying medicines for this price-reduction initiative.

* This policy aims to significantly lower retail prices for cancer patients in India by up to 70%.
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- Summary: ~N

The All India Organisation of Chemists & Druggists (AIOCD), led by President JS Shinde and General Secretary Rajiv
Singhal, welcomed the Indian government's decision to cap trade margins on non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs at 30%.
This policy aims to reduce high-cost medicine prices, potentially saving patients Rs 2,500 crore annually and improving
accessibility to life-saving treatments across India.
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- Summary: ~N

The Indian government, through the Department of Pharmaceuticals and National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority,
plans to cap trade margins at 30% for 110 cancer drugs to reduce patient costs. While the Supreme Court criticized high
markups, experts like KM Gopakumar warn that patented drugs may remain expensive, suggesting the need for stronger
patent law interventions.
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- Summary: ~N

The Indian government has capped trade margins at 30% for non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs to reduce costs by up to
70%. Following Supreme Court scrutiny regarding high mark-ups, the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA)
aims to save patients Rs 2,500 crore annually. This measure targets excessive supply chain mark-ups while ensuring the
availability of life-saving cancer treatments.
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- Summary: ~N

» The Department of Pharmaceuticals, under the Indian Government, has capped trade margins for non-scheduled anti-
cancer drugs at 30% of the MRP.

» This move follows Supreme Court scrutiny regarding excessive price gaps between retailer costs and MRP.

* The initiative aims to reduce financial burdens on cancer patients, with estimated annual savings of Rs 2,500 crore.
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- Summary: ~N

The Central Government is capping trade margins on 110 anti-cancer drugs at 30% to make them affordable, saving
patients 12,500 crore annually. Additionally, the Supreme Court, led by Justice Vikram Nath and Justice Sandeep Mehta,
has ordered the government to form a committee to investigate unethical marketing practices by pharmaceutical
companies.
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- Summary: ~N

The Indian government is capping trade margins on 110 anti-cancer drugs at 30% to improve affordability. This initiative,
overseen by the health department, aims to save patients Rs 2,500 crore annually. The Supreme Court, including
Justice Vikram Nath and Justice Sandeep Mehta, previously highlighted concerns regarding inflated drug pricing,
prompting this regulatory action.
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- Summary: ~N

» The Central Government of India, through the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), will cap trade margins
at 30% for 110 non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs.

» This initiative aims to reduce out-of-pocket expenditure for cancer patients by an estimated Rs 2,500 crore annually.

» The move addresses excessive profiteering and market distortions in the pharmaceutical sector across India.
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Summary:

The Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) and the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) are planning a
30% trade margin cap on 110 non-scheduled cancer drugs. This government initiative aims to reduce MRPs by up to
70%, potentially saving patients Rs 2,500 crore annually by curbing excessive distributor and retailer margins.
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Summary:

The Central Government is set to cap trade margins on cancer drugs at 30%, potentially reducing retail prices by 70%.
This initiative aims to save patients Rs 2,500 crore annually. The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare is finalizing this
policy to ensure life-saving medicines remain affordable and accessible across India.



https://tv9kannada.com/national/big-relief-for-cancer-patients-cancer-medicine-prices-could-fall-by-up-to-70-percent-in-india-1248365.html

Website: Published Date: Time:
TV9 Gujarati 08/10/2026 11:58 AM
Language: Source:
Guijarati Link
. J

- Summary: ~N

The Supreme Court, led by Justice Vikram Nath and Justice Sandeep Mehta, ordered the Central Government to form a
committee to curb unethical marketing and freebies by pharmaceutical companies. The government confirmed the
Uniform Code for Pharmaceutical Marketing Practices, 2024 remains active until the committee submits its
recommendations to regulate the industry.
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- Summary: ~N

» The Central Government of India has capped trade margins on non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs at 30% to make
treatment affordable.

* This initiative aims to reduce patient out-of-pocket expenses by up to 70% for certain drugs.

» The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare regulates these prices under the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 2013.



https://www.tv9hindi.com/india/non-scheduled-cancer-drugs-become-cheaper-central-government-caps-trade-margins-3929632.html

Website: Published Date: Time:
The Tribune 08/10/2026 8:49 PM
Language: Source:
English Link
. J

- Summary: ~N

The Central Government of India, through the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), is capping trade
margins at 30% for non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs. This initiative aims to reduce the financial burden on cancer
patients by lowering MRPs by up to 70%, potentially saving Rs 2,500 crore annually and curbing excessive profiteering
in the pharmaceutical market.
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Summary:

The Supreme Court bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta directed the Union government to form an

expert committee. This panel will evaluate implementing a legally enforceable framework to regulate unethical marketing
practices by pharmaceutical companies in India.



https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-directs-centre-to-form-expert-panel-to-assess-statutory-backing-for-pharma-marketing-regulation/article71558619.ece

Website: Published Date: Time:
Suprabhaatham 08/10/2026 8:21 PM
Language: Source:
Malayalam Link
\. J

- Summary: ~N

» The Central Government, following a Supreme Court directive, capped trade margins on non-listed cancer drugs at
30%.

* This move aims to reduce drug prices by up to 70%, benefiting patients with annual savings of 2,500 crore rupees.

» Over 110 anti-cancer drugs will now be more affordable, curbing exploitation in cancer treatment across India.
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- Summary: ~N

» The Supreme Court, led by Justice Vikram Nath and Justice Sandeep Mehta, ordered the Central Government to form
a committee to probe unethical marketing by pharma companies.

» The Federation of Medical and Sales Representatives Association of India (FMRAI) filed a petition against doctors
receiving expensive gifts for prescribing costly drugs.

» The committee will evaluate strengthening the UCPMP 2024.
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- Summary: ~N

The Central Government has capped the profit margin on non-scheduled cancer drugs at 30% to reduce treatment
costs. This initiative by the government is expected to save patients approximately 2,500 crores annually. The National
Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority regulates these essential medicines, aiming to make life-saving cancer treatments
more affordable for patients across India.
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Summary:

The Indian Government is planning to cap trade margins at 30% for non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs. This initiative,
overseen by the Department of Pharmaceuticals and the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority, aims to improve
affordability for cancer patients, potentially reducing drug prices by up to 70% and saving Rs 2,500 crore annually.
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- Summary: ~N

» The Supreme Court, led by Justice Vikram Nath and Justice Sandeep Mehta, ordered the Central Government to form
a committee to curb unethical marketing practices by pharma companies.

» The FMRAI petition alleges that pharma companies offer expensive gifts and foreign trips to doctors to influence
prescriptions.

» The committee will evaluate the need for a new statutory framework.
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- Summary: ~N

» The Supreme Court, led by Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta, ordered the Centre to form a committee to
regulate unethical pharmaceutical marketing.

» The Federation of Medical and Sales Representatives Association filed a 2021 petition against pharma companies
offering incentives to doctors.

» The Centre must submit a report on a statutory framework by January 29.
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Summary:

Indian Potash Ltd. received urea import offers nearly 10% lower than August prices. This decline in global fertilizer costs,
monitored by the Indian government, eases pressure on the national fertilizer subsidy bill. These lower prices benefit
Indian farmers preparing for the winter planting season for crops like wheat, rapeseed, and chickpeas.
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- Summary: ~N

» The Central Government, under the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, capped trade margins for 110 cancer drugs
at 30%, potentially reducing prices by 70%.

e This initiative aims to save patients Rs 2,500 crore annually, following Supreme Court concerns over excessive
profiteering.

* The policy ensures affordable access to life-saving treatments for poor and middle-class families across India.



https://www.maalaimalar.com/news/world/prices-of-cancer-drugs-set-to-drop-significantly-central-government-issues-a-bold-order-capping-trade-margins-at-30-percent

Website: Published Date: Time:
Lokmat 08/10/2026 8:11 PM
Language: Source:
Marathi Link

.

- Summary:

» The Central Government capped trade margins on cancer drugs at 30% to make treatment affordable.

» The Supreme Court intervened after noting excessive retail markups on life-saving medicines.

* This initiative aims to save Indian cancer patients approximately 2,500 crore rupees annually by reducing drug costs by
up to 70%.



https://www.lokmat.com/national/government-caps-trade-margins-on-non-scheduled-cancer-drugs-at-30-percent-a-a1001/

Website: Published Date: Time:
Jansatta 08/10/2026 7:23 PM
Language: Source:
Hindi Link
. J

- Summary: ~N

The Department of Pharmaceuticals, under the Indian Government, is planning to cap trade margins on expensive
cancer drugs at 30%, potentially reducing MRP by 70%. A committee led by the Director General of Health Services
(DGHS) is finalizing the list of drugs. This initiative aims to significantly lower the financial burden on cancer patients
across India.
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- Summary: ~N

The Supreme Court, led by Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta, directed the Union of India to form a three-
member committee. This panel will evaluate representations to regulate unethical marketing by pharmaceutical
companies. The government must submit a compliance affidavit by January 29, while the Uniform Code for
Pharmaceutical Marketing Practices, 2024, remains in effect.
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- Summary: ~N

The Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) is capping trade margins at 30% for 110 non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs.
This government initiative, prompted by Supreme Court scrutiny over high mark-ups, aims to reduce MRPs by up to
70%. The move is expected to save patients Rs 2,500 crore annually by regulating prices of generics, patented, and
imported medicines.



https://www.financialexpress.com/business/news-prices-of-110-anti-cancer-drugs-to-fall-sharply-4356779/

Website: Published Date: Time:
Ei Samay 08/10/2026 10:47 PM
Language: Source:
Bengali Link
. J

- Summary: ~N

The Central Government, through the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), has decided to cap trade
margins for non-scheduled cancer drugs at 30%. This move aims to significantly reduce the MRP of essential cancer
medications, providing major relief to patients. The Supreme Court had previously urged the government to address the
high costs and margins of these life-saving drugs.
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- Summary:

» The Supreme Court directed the Centre to form a committee to regulate pharma marketing practices.

» The Federation of Medical and Sales Representatives’ Associations of India filed the petition to curb unethical
incentives to doctors.

 Solicitor General Tushar Mehta stated the government is evaluating the need for a statutory framework to address
these industry practices.
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- Summary:

» The Central Government, following a Supreme Court directive, capped trade margins on cancer drugs at 30%.

* This initiative will reduce prices by up to 70%, benefiting patients with annual savings of Rs 2,500 crore.

» The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority will oversee this regulation, impacting over 110 anti-cancer drugs to
ensure affordability for citizens.
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Summary:

» The Indian Government plans to cap trade margins on non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs at 30% of MRP.
* This initiative, overseen by the Department of Pharmaceuticals and NPPA, aims to reduce drug costs by up to 70%.
» The move seeks to improve healthcare affordability for cancer patients, potentially saving Rs 2,500 crore annually.
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- Summary: ~N

The Central Government has capped trade margins on all non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs at 30% to reduce treatment
costs. The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) initiative aims to lower MRPs by up to 70%, potentially
saving patients 12,500 crore annually. This policy covers both branded and generic, as well as imported and domestic,
anti-cancer medications.
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